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Attendees:  Maureen Roman, Merrie Smith, Maria Pulli, Jill Berlet, William Dovico, Justine Snyder, 

David Combs, Kate Petcavage, Aileen Yadush, Don Allen, Jennifer Holman, Paul Kleinert, 
Scott Hippensteel, Todd Leiser, Audrey Kunkle, Stacey Carl and LeAnn Stitzel 

   
    
Mrs. Stitzel welcomed the committee and commended the staff for their work in researching and preparing 
for this meeting.  The three subject areas of Guidance, K-5 Math and 6-12 Social Studies were asked to 
evaluate their curriculum, recommend proposed changes and describe the benefit to students when these 
changes are implemented. Mrs. Stitzel then gave a brief overview of the steps of the curriculum cycle, which 
can be found on the district website. 
 
 
Guidance: 
 

Merrie Smith, Guidance Counselor at the Middle School, stated that guidance has already updated their 
Chapter 339 plan, and the new proposed goals are now aligned with the Career Education and Work 
standards created by the PA Department of Education. 
 
David Combs, High School Guidance Counselor, stated that the District is now using a new software 
program, Naviance, to make sure students are achieving the career goals.  These four goals are: 

 Career Awareness and Preparation 
 Career Acquisition 
 Career Retention and Advancement 
 Entrepreneurship 

 
Kate Petcavage, Guidance Counselor at NW Elementary, spoke of the benefits to students with these 
changes.  Naviance will provide a system to check that each student is achieving certain benchmarks as they 
progress through the school years.  Students are assigned tasks through the years so they will have a better 
plan of what they may like to do after graduation. 
 
A parent asked if Naviance is linked to courses in the High School.   Dave answered that although it has the 
capability, right now our district will not plan to use this in that manner. At the high school level, students 
will still have meetings with their guidance counselors to discuss appropriate course choices that meet their 
career goals. 
 
Todd Leiser, School Board Member, asked if Naviance was a new software.   Dave answered that although 
the software is not new, the District recently purchased it this past summer and all students in grades 6 to 12 
have an account.  He explained that this software can do many things for us, including creating resumes, 
career research, educational requirements for jobs, portfolio storage, college costs and planning, etc.  Student 
can also apply to colleges and send their transcripts through Naviance and will have access to the program 
even after they graduate. 
 



 
Math- Grades K-5: 
 
Justine Snyder, IST teacher at Weisenberg, spoke on the K-5 Math curriculum.  She stated that the K-5 staff 
have been meeting over the last two years and overall, they believe the curriculum does not need any major 
revisions, as it is already in direct alignment with the PA Core Standards. However, there is a need to 
purchase new K-5 math materials to ensure a more purposeful alignment to our curriculum. The group began 
evaluating other materials last year and quickly realized that that nothing met all of their needs.  As a result, 
teachers chose to extend their current online license using their current materials for one year to allow more 
time to explore other programs to find exactly what they need to meet their needs.  
The group used the Ed Reports website as a guide this year to compare different materials and judge their 
effectiveness. They examined numerous samples and found that “Ready Math” seems to be most closely 
aligned to our curriculum and district needs. A group of K-5 teachers are planning on visiting East Penn 
School District next month to see this in action.  
 
 
 
 
Social Studies- Grades 6-12: 
 
Maureen Roman, Grade 6 Social Studies teacher, explained that they are very happy at the Middle School 
with the direction that was planned in the previous curriculum cycle and they continue to build upon and 
enhance that curricula.   She noted that they are proposing few changes, and these changes include: 

 Deletion of the Culture unit in Grade 6.   It is taught in Grade 7 as a foundational chapter for 
civilization studies and they felt it was more meaningful to teach this in the beginning of the seventh 
grade year when various cultures/civilizations will be studied. 

 Addition of Migration and European Exploration of the New World: Beginning of time to 1700’s in 
Grade 8.   

 Addition of Colonization of New World and Conflict (1400’s-1700’s) in Grade 8 
 Addition of Conflict Among European Nations: French and Indian War (1754-1763) 
 Reduction in scope of Industry and Urban Growth Unit 

 
The explanation for the Grade 8 additions was that the team has seen a greater need for background 
knowledge for understanding development of North American settlements, colonies and the path to 
independence. 
The reduction in the Industry Unit is a result of time limitations, with the intention that this may be taught in 
another course. 
 
Scott Hippensteel and Paul Kleinert, High School Social Studies teachers, stated that the High School will be 
working on “historical thinking skills” as a goal for students. Teachers want the students to not just know 
content- they want them to actually make connections in history and draw deeper understanding.  They are 
proposing a US History II Honors course section for next year in Grade 9 (currently there are only Applied 
and Academic sections), as an important transition to the eventual Advanced Placement American 
Government course that will be offered in Grade 10.  Next year the revised 10th grade course will be called 
Honors American Government.  Scott will be investigating textbooks and materials for the AP course over 
the next year and their intent is to go through the AP course audit prior to the 2022-2023 school year.   
LeAnn commented that there was concern about an AP course taught at the 10th grade level, but she has 
attended conferences and networked with other districts who have done this and are getting positive results.  



Scott stated that the hope is to be able to offer the renamed AP American Government and Politics course in 
the school year 2022-2023. 
Paul stated that the High School will also make an effort in World and US History courses to get closer to 
modern times in their units in order to make courses more relevant to students.   To date, they now stop at the 
Vietnam War.  He explained that the Economics courses will have few changes and they are happy with this 
curriculum.    He also said that no major changes will be done with the Psychology curriculum, just a few 
sequencing changes. 
 
The World and US History themes that will be included in the curriculum are: 

 American / National Identity 
 Politics and Power 
 Work, Technology and Exchange 
 Culture and Society 
 Migration and Settlement 
 Geography and Environment 
 America in the World 

Using these themes should allow these courses to tie in current and/or recent (past 30 years) events to a 
greater extent than what is currently done. 
 
Todd Leiser asked if there would be a prerequisite to get into the new AP American Government course.   
Aileen Yadush, High School Principal, answered that for now this will be done on counselor 
recommendations and previous academic records.  Mrs. Yadush also commented that she will be interested 
to see how this AP course will influence AP and Honors Writing courses. 
Todd also questioned if kids in the Honors American Government course now could take the AP exam. Mr. 
Hippensteel said that students could take the AP exam but the teacher would have to supplement with other 
materials to assist students in preparation for the rigorous exam. Since 2011-2012, two students have taken 
the AP Government Exam, with one scoring a 3 and one scoring a 5. 
 
LeAnn thanked everyone for attending and restated that if anyone had any questions or concerns following 
the meeting, to contact her at 610-298-8661, ext 1264 or stitzell@nwlehighsd.org. She reminded everyone 
that the revised curriculum discussed at today’s meeting will be presented to the School Board for first 
reading in March, will be on public display on the website for a period of at least 30 days, and are expected 
to be approved at the May School Board Meeting. 


